My War Memories, 1914-1918
as well as from those which we acquired later on. We acted everywhere with the greatest consideration, and avoided any appearance of oppressing foreign populations with the air of a high-handed conqueror ; we were much too objective, and such conduct was not in accordance with our views.
Prisoners of war were of the utmost importance in all fields of war activity. We could not have kept our economic structure together without the aid of the enormous numbers of Russians taken in the East. For the same reason, of course, the prisoners taken from us involved not merely an actual diminution of our strength, but also an increase in the labour fomi available to the enemy. Whenever we took prisoners, it had to be dtK'idod whether they were to be employed in the occupied districts or to be sent on into Germany. In this rospoct, too, the greatest consideration was shown to the authorities at homo, oven whwn the army was m the most urgent need of labour.
II
Side by side with the effort to obtain further man-power from the home country went the preparation of the programme for munitions production, for the execution of which a part of the man-power in question was to serve* Our most pressing need was for more guns, ammuuil'on, and machine-guns, and then larger supplies of many other things.
The guns were needed, not only for new armament, but also for changes in the old, to substitute later models for old ones, and also make good the very heavy wastage. In the battles of Verdun and the Somme we suffered heavy losses in guns, not merely through hostile bombardment, but also because they wore out extremely quickly through the higher rate of firing.
Our heavy artillery was well supplied with high-angle howitzers, but the number of long-range weapons was not so satisfactory, and we accelerated their production, as shelling of back areas had proved very harassing to the enemy. It tendered the daily supply to and relief of the troops in the front
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